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Laws Against Women in Manusmirti

Dr. Anilkumar S, Harsha. N, Dr. Sheena.V.J

Manusmriti is a book that has been used as the basis of rule of law since ancient times.
The literature that exists in the religious texts also has a significant influence on the
people. The philosophical text Manusmriti has been instrumental in shaping ideas around
the world. A review of the Manusmriti reveals that it describes the family and the gender-
centric dharmas of its members. Aryanization happened and Manusmriti was written after
the Sangha period when women were given the freedom and respect they deserved.
Manusmriti aimed not only at the comfortable life of the Hindu people, but also at all
sections of the people. The importance of Manusmriti in today’s context needs to be
discussed.

It must be said that human memory has made a mistake in some conceptual formations.
In today’s democratic India, it is not wrong to criticize some of the human memory. Dr.
B. R Ambedkar was a person who opposed Manusmriti. He says about Manusmriti that it
is against humanity, equality and justice. According to Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, the
Manusmriti holds the highest position among the Smritis and provides the precise
framework for morality. It is true that this work reflects the exact form of culture and
civilization that once existed. Denigration of non-Brahmin castes, Panchamans and
women is seen as a lack of human consciousness.

T AT A = aF <9dT:|
TAATE] T A qateqaArhar: Hwar’

Although it is said in the 3™ chapter the woman is shown low level in the 9™ and 5™
chapter of Manusmriti. Manusmriti talks to us about salvation and spiritual purpose.
Family life is given priority in the book. The Manusmriti focused on prescribing
domestic rituals, asserting that the Garhasthya was the most important of the ashrams and
that the others should belong to it. The Chaturvarnya system and the Chaturaashrama
system disscused in the manusmriti where taken from the trayi sthapana chapter of
Arthashastra. The Manusmriti, which is  the legal code of caste persecutions (Brahmin,
Vyshya..etc) and the basis of Hindu laws, was burnt in a public place on December 25,
1927 under the leadership of Dr. Ambedkar. It is doubtful whether there is another book
in the world that has been criticized as much as Manusmriti. In Manusmriti, Manu is the
one who does not even consider women and subordinates as human beings. Therefore it
can be said that Manusmriti is the meaning of discrimination. When we go down to the
depths of Manusmriti, we can understand how authentic Manusmriti once was.
Manusmriti is the most important book that even the Constitution-making body of India
relied on while framing the constitution. Manusmriti is prepared based on the Vedas. But
why this one work had to receive so much criticism? The most important reason for that
is that we can clearly see his aversion to women in the laws he wrote.

It is necessary to say that the antic- women laws reveled in the Manusmriti caused
tarnish the book . The media shows that there were protests against Manusmriti in Tamil
Nadu even during this last Corona pandemic period. The reason behind the protest was

that women’s lives are not valued and women are seen as prostitutes. Then on
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International Women’s Day (March 8) they protested by
burning Manusmriti. Manusmriti is the basis of the four-
color system by classifying people as Brahmins,
Ksatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras. In the fifth chapter,
Manu also explains how women should live. In
Manusmriti it is marked that a woman should be
protected by her father during her childhood, her husband
during her youth and her son during her old age (5.148).
This rule prevailed in India for centuries. Dr. Ambedkar
must have felt that such a book should be burnt. Dr. B. R
Ambedkar gave back to the Indian people the
Constitution of India which guarantees equal justice to all
irrespective of caste, religion, caste, gender, and language
it guarantees the right of every Indian citizen to live
with dignity and freedom. The struggle of B. R
Ambedkar may be treated of the best practice of the
Indian people an in the birthday of him. The book that
was burnt on December 25, 1927 is still firmly in the
minds of many people.

It is appropriate to draw an analogy here with women’s
discourse in the Western world. If we look at European
history, throughout history the public sphere has been
reserved for men. Meanwhile, women were primarily
confined to the domestic sphere. European women did
not have special rights to own property or receive an
education. Even in the late 19" century, head scarves
were compulsory for French women in public. German
husbands could also sell their wives. The story of
America is not different and women finally got the right
to vote in 1920. Even today, every woman lives in the
society facing many difficulties. However, = Mira Bhai,
Rani Lakshmi Bhai and Ahalya Bhai excelled in various
fields. The fear of insecurity leads to the isolation and
degradation of women as a result of the rise of many
undesirable practices such as sati, early marriage and
veiling.

The Widow Remarriage Act of 1829, the Female
Infanticide Prohibition Act of 1856 and the Sati Control
Act of 1872 give the impression that the British were
uplifting the women of the country from their primitive
ways. However, a "Sati" refers to an ancient Hindu
funeral practice where a widow would immolate? herself
on her husband's funeral pyre. This practice was
prevalent in some parts of India until it was outlawed® by
British colonial authorities in the 19" century due to its
perceived cruelty and human rights implications. Careful
analysis of the jurisprudence developed by the English
courts actually tells a different story. If we are genuinely
concerned about the protection and promotion of
women’s rights in India, we should not study Manusmriti
as a legal code. It is wrong to mention women in
Manusmriti while arguing about women’s rights in the
21* century. Many examples of this have been written in
Manusmriti. But on the subject of women, Manu has
said-

T AT A A= aF <9dT:|

TAATE] 7 A gateqaArwmar: a4
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Apart from this sloka, a few things are the topic of
discussion today. The importance of Manusmriti in
today's context deserves to be discussed. However, it has
to be said that Manusmriti has made a mistake in women-
related issues. In today's democratic India, it cannot be
said that it is wrong to criticize some of the women-
related issues that Manu has mentioned. It is a fact that
the exact form  of culture and civilization that once
existed is reflected in human memory. Even so,
Manusmriti is something that does not advance
women’s freedom. Verses 169 in the 5" chapter of
Manusmriti  describes the dharma of women.
Manusmriti propagates the attitude of controlling the
woman’s essence.

e |38 |91 =Y 29 RasEq)
A= GHSTATRAT o TIOTETET F&qorS

Manu says the main role of women should be to keep
money, spend, clean the house, and oversee the home
appliances etc. It has to be said that Manu was trying to
destroy the woman’s personality and keep them inside
the house. Manu considered the measure of feminity to
be obedient to men and a women's ability to look after
the home and family planning. The third chapter deals
with the male-centered marriage system. Even when
talking about the eight types of marriage, there is only
discussion about how a man should choose a woman.
Manu does not specify the criteria for a woman to choose
her own husband.

T[T STETHATY: TSI HETATHL: |
et TS FATTITEH ST 118

The different types of marriage are Brahma, Daiva,
Arsa, Prajapatya, Asura, Gandharva, Raksasa and the
most inferior types is Pi§aca. Acarya Manu has prohibited
superior Brahmins to get married in the Asura and Pisaca
method. He has approved the Asura, Gandharva, Raksasa
and Pisaca methods of marriage for Ksatriya. He has
approved Asura, Gandharva and Pisaca method for the
Vaisya and Sudra castes.
> g e

A= A AT =7 fasfiead @)
T T He T FTGT gH: Tehifaa: 17

The gift of a daughter, after decking her (with costly
garments) and honouring (her present of jewels) to a man
learned in the Veda and good conduct, whom (the father)
himself invites, is called the Brahma rite.

> %7 faam:

T3 7 B AR w9

AAHCT AT *d &H: T8
The gift of daughter who has been decked with
ornaments to a priest who duly officiates at a sacrifice

during the course of its performance they called the
Daiva rite.

> oY faeare:
T MTHYA g a7 IR gHa|
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FeaTyaT fAfdEarst o T I
The father gives away his own daughter to the
bridegroom after receiving a couple of cow or two from
him — is called Arsa rite. Here Manu considers the
woman as goods only. (Value of the woman is equal to a
couple of cow only).

> TSI AT
R 9T gHA TS ATATSTATST =)
FTIRH= TTeaedT fafer: aga: 10
When the father gives away his daughter after addressing
the couple with the mandate to perform their duties

together in pursuit of dharma, artha and kama, this is
known as the prajapatya form of marriage.

» R faare:
v gl gxar Fmd =9 afcea)

FTIET SATSg TR g8 I=ad |

When (the bridegroom) receives a maiden, after having
given as much wealth as he can afford, to the kinsmen
and to the bride herself, according to his own will that is
called Asura rite.

» e fEare:
TEFATSATIEINT: FATTE a9 =)
MeerE: & g sy A= wrEwa: 12

The voluntary union of a maiden and her lover one must
know (to be) the Gandharva rite, which springs from
desire and has sexual intercourse for its purpose.

» TerH e
TeaT TR = fear 7 Frerdi w2t JRr
TEE] HeATgL T s

The forcible abduction of a maiden from her home
while she cries out and weep after (he kinsmen) have
been slain or wounded and (their house) broken open is
called the Raksasa rite.

Here Manu describes a method of marriage which is
unheard of in Vedic or secular literature. The said
marriage method is against Arshavachana that everyone
should follow the path of Dharma only. Saying that there
is a way for a man who loves a woman to even marry the
parents of the woman he loves by abducting them and
marrying them etc. is justifying an eternal mistake.
Cruelty is what makes a woman ruthlessly her own in
order to fulfill a man's will. Here, without any legal code
to listen to the side of the woman or to protect her, it is
not acceptable to the feminists, social security advocates,
thinking people and the worldly people.

» de= fAarE:
AT /AT T AT @A RS |
q QIS RErgmT der=rareaiseH: (14

When (a man) by stealth seduces a girl who is sleeping,
intoxicated or disordered in intellect, that is the eighth,
the most base and sinful rite of the Pisacas. Forcibly
marrying a woman is a man-centered marriage. So one
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thing we can say for sure is that Manusmriti is an anti-
human, anti-woman, demonic and primitive jurisprud-
ence. In this Asura, Raksasa and pisaca marriage
practices are strictly male-centric.

T AT & hadT {35

T S ATAFATLL F9ILEAT: 115
Acarya Manu has prohibited superior Brahmins to get
married in the Asura and Pis$aca method. He has
approved the Asura, Gandharva, Raksasa and Pisaca
methods of marriage for Ksatriya. He has approved
Asura, Gandharva and Pisaca method for the Vai$ya and
Sudra castes.

ST 207 T<aT Feart /9 e
FATIR TAToS TG &/ S=qdl16

When (the bridegroom) receives a maiden, after having
given as much wealth as he can afford, to the kinsmen
and to the bride herself, according to his own will, that is
called the Asura rite.

In short, this type of marriage that Manu said sees the
woman as a commodity to be bought by the man is a
very objectionable thing. Through this, a woman’s
personal freedom, freedom of expression and self-respect
are considered to be bought at a price by the man . This
is unthinkable for a civilized society.

frefier: Frorg= av Pt TRafa:
IT=: ST qTeAT gqq Sqaedia: 7

Though destitute of wvirtue, or seeking pleasure
(elsewhere), or devoid of good qualities, (yet) a husband
must be constantly worshipped as a god by a faithful wife
What logic is there in this?

AT QAATROY ST A<aHAIT]
AT FATCqOETTHT 118

Having thus, at the funeral, given the sacred fires to his
wife who dies before him, he may marry again, and again
kindle (the fires). Smritikara (Manu) explains in verse
(5.168) that.

It is said that a man whose wife has died can remarry.
But the same person also says that a woman should not
remarry.

STy Fer R S FhE
7 fRargfayTe<h ReamEe e
In the sacred texts which refer to marriage the
appointment (of widows) is now here mentioned, nor is
the re-marriage of widows prescribed in the rules
concerning marriage. In this concept, the word equality
itself disappears and the woman is completely
suppressed.
Prergdiagert g= greeETyan|
SEadisEaut a1 gf digfa g@c 2
A man, aged thirty years, shall marry a maiden of twelve
who pleases him, or a man of twenty-four a girl eight
years of age; if (the performance of) his duties would
(otherwise) be impeded, (he must marry) sooner.
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(5.168) and (9.94) above, the strong misogyny is evident
through these two laws. Smritikaran has set a marriage
age of 8 years for girls. The rule is that after the age of 8
a man should be married off irrespective of his age and
the chances of the girl becoming a widow at a young age
is high if an older man marries a relatively younger
woman. It is completely anti-feminist to have made the
marriage law where the reason for the death of an older
man is due to unscientific (sin, omen®') and she is not
eligible for remarriage, but the widower must perform
fire rituals and marry immediately after the death of his
wife.

The duplicity in the Manusmriti is that he did not
follow- what was said to be, “FT T I H qF
F9aT:”?? and made anti-women laws. What was decreed
for men by the Freedom Act was to be applied to men as
well. As a form of struggle, people like Manusmriti.
Ambedkar has come under fire because of anti-women
attitudes like this, the caste system and various
punishments based on caste. But our constitution has
corrected these mistakes and provided a law that is
acceptable to all irrespective of sex, caste, colour,
language and region. In Manusmriti, a widow is given
rules that a man who has lost his wife does not have.
How much equality is given to the society of men and
women can be understood from these few things.
Smritikara has fixed the age of marriage for girls at the
age of eight and should be married before Ritumati
(minor). From this every woman is led into male
servitude from childhood and Smritikaran approves of
child marriage. The legal age of marriage in India is
currently 18 years for women and 21 years for men. This
is stipulated by the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act
2006, which amended the previous legislation and raised
the minimum age for marriage for both genders.
However, the legal landscape regarding marriage in India
is complex and nuanced, with several aspects to consider:
Current Minimum Age:

% Women: 18 years (as per Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, 2006)

% Men: 21 years (as per Prohibition of Child Marriage
Act, 20006)

FH J ATAeg TSTHADA: |

T q ATHIY [ HATaeET I 93T 23
AT TATHOITeATAT [RaT SgATRoT|
qT G THRIA T HISEAT T2

It is specified that a widowed woman should always
remain confined to the house, observe fasts throughout
her life, consume flowers and fruits and deplete her body,
and should not utter the Parapurusha name. Here too,
women's lives are said to be worthless, women are
oppressed and male supremacy is established.

EIERIEIRCIRIEICr-SLEINERTIEL
T ETIAA Fed et qgsard2s
e Foqaer faganformger Jtaw

AT AR IS T AT S aqerarl2e

~76~

https://themultijournal.com/

In childhood a female must be subject to her father, in
youth to her husband, when her lord is dead to her sons;
a woman must never be independent (5.147). The verse
becomes clear. What do we more say that where a
woman has her own house is her father’s house or her
husband’s house every woman is destined to live there
and this is a clear declaration of patriarchy. In short,
Manu himself strictly states in the legal code that a
woman should not have an independent existence or an
opinion of her own. Completely here too Manu tries to
show women as incompetent and makes it clear that
woman should never live independently.

Jariear fafer: S gerrr afes: s
gfaaar R FrE EratsRa Rz
Manu even says that for a woman serving her husband
is equivalent to studying the Vedas. Manu makes it clear
that women should do marriage, patiseva (Serve your
husband) house work instead of Vedic study. Through
this, Manu asserts that there is no need for Vedic study
and instead of Vedic study, Purusha Seva (serve your

husband,) is to be done. This is also a denial of scripture
study for women.

arfeq wftort far #=aARfa o safeata
AR gme=me Rrsatafa Rtz

It is scientifically proven that women do not have caste
rituals with mantras. It is said that women are impure
because they have no mental strength and no magic
power. It also makes it clear that women are not eligible
to study. Such a backward concept prohibits women from
studying. A society that denies women education is full
of darkness. Because of laws like this.

The woman is to be sold and abandoned is not befitting
a civilized society. It is woman who actually creates and
controls a generation. Woman is power. They have
shown that a woman who controls the family and the
generation can do things including the governance of the
country. But when the opportunities of knowledge were
blocked before them, many capable women were pushed
to the back of the society without education. Abhijna
Vachana says that education is the most important of all
wealth.

faaT Tafa FR wat @t daw
T IR T 7 & @A

This is the biggest anti-woman remark in human memory
and it has also created more controversies. It is this sloka
that prepared the pyre for Manu Smriti. Her father
protects (her) in childhood, her husband protects (her) in
youth and her sons protect (her) in old age; a woman is
never fit for independence. Here too the identity of the
woman goes without cost. In Manusmriti woman is
enslaved and treated as a monosexual machine. Anyone
can be convinced of that by reading the rules described in
the fifth chapter and the ninth chapter.

o R gen: gamret 7 qrErn|
TEATHTLTLON €H: ST Tt Teiiad: 130



https://themultijournal.com/

International Journal of Multidisciplinary Horizon/ Volume 02/Issue 03/ May — June 2025 /Page No. 73-77

Manu states that woman was created for pregnancy and
that if a woman fails to bear children, she is treated as
machi (Infertile) and can be replaced. It is Manu who
enslaves and demeans women to such an extent that he
says that women are the ones to be worshipped. What is
the relevance of saying that women should be worshiped?
Even when a woman is said to be worshipped, she is
worshiped with clothes, ornaments, food and even there
her becomes worthless.

T AT A A= aF <9dT:|
TAATE T A FAETATRAT: THAT: 131
Smritikaran is teaching women only about sin and

punishment. Manu nowhere in this book mentions that
women should be educated and made self-sufficient.
From Manu’s point of view womanhood is to live as a
clan woman who loves her husband and forgets her own
affairs and lives for her husband and children.Manu
pretends that an ideal woman is one who controls mind,
body and speech. Such is the false influence of a
philosophical book like Manusmriti, which 1is still
believed by a large section of people. The reference to
woman’s world as home and her sole purpose is to
protect the home makes Manusmriti critical. Below are
some of the lines that seem to be among the most
blatantly anti-feminist remarks in human memory.

Hd A ATeAT ST AZFI A eAqTI
T ToFALATTS AT I FEATIT:1192

Which suggests that a woman whose husband dies can
attain heaven by remaining elibate. This viewpoint

reflects a historical context where women’s roles and
rights were often dictated by patriarchal norms,
emphasizing celibacy and widowhood as virtuous states.
This can be seen as an example of philosophical and
theological anti-feminism, as it restricts women’s
autonomy and reinforces traditional gender roles that
prioritize male authority and control over female
sexuality and life choices.

Although it is said that the man should protect the
woman, it is easy to understand that protection means the
woman's mind and control. The different justice available
to men and women illustrates the flaw in this text. It is no
wonder that many things seem odd to a reader with the
advanced thinking of the 21* century. The subordination
of the wife and the dominance of the man as the husband
are evident in the book. It is impossible to correct the
human memory that sees women as mere objects without
character and identity even when they are worshipped.
But its code of conduct definitely needs to be re-read.
Manu praised the Brahmin highly and did not think that
the Shudra had any right. Not to mention outsiders
colour. Although women are praised in many places,
Manu wholeheartedly accepted the supremacy of men.
For this reason, it is impossible to imagine a life in

~7 7~
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today’s democratic system that follows the instructions of
Manusmriti.

Conclusion

This study ‘Laws against woman in Manusmriti’ reveals
the various anti-lady saying of Manu in his Manusmrithi.
Each and every verses against woman is found out and
presented in this research paper. This type of studies are
relevant in this era. It gives answer for why the women
are treated as slaves in the olden days. They were not
allowed for education especially for higher education. So
one thing we can say for sure is that Manusmriti is an

anti- human, anti-woman, demonic and primitive
jurisprudence. That is why Ambedkar burned
Manusmriti.
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Foot note

" Manu:3.56

To kill somebody or to destroy something by burning

them; to offer somebody /something as a sacrifice.

3 To make something illegal.

% Manu:3.56
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12 Manu:3.32

- Manu:3.33

Manu:3.34

15 Manu:3.24

16 Manu:3.31

17 Manu: 5.154
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- Manu: 9.94
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