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Abstract 
The discipline of grammar was considered as the foundation of Sanskrit language, 
orchestrating its technological architecture. Sanskrit scholars from Odisha had their 
remarkable contributions to various branches of Sanskrit . Some of them had made 
significant contributions to grammar. Scholarly grammarians  from odisha include 
Vaijaladeva, Vasudev Praharaj , Laxmidhara Udgata, Kaviratna Purushottam Mishra, 
M.M. Krishna Mishra, Netrananda Sahitya Panchanan, Kavibhusana Govinda 
Samantaray and Haladhara Mishra. Their grammar texts are widely recognized in Odisha 
and other parts of India . It has been observed there is waning in utility of the Pattern of 
their works . It is high time for modern age Sanskrit education to unfold the essence of 
these important works of grammarians. 
Key words :-  Sutra, Karika, Paninian School , Katantra School, Saraswata school , 
Vaijalakarika 
Introduction :- 
Pāṇini’s Aṣṭādhyāyī, a compact treatise of about 4,000 sūtras, acts as the anchor for post-
Vedic Sanskrit. Later grammarians kept revisiting it: the Kātantra, Cāndra, Jainendra, 
Śākaṭāyana, Hemacandra and Sarasvatī traditions each trimmed, rearranged or added their 
own emphases. But Pāṇini’s system remains the reference point; it’s often called the 
Trimuni Vyākaraṇa because Pāṇini, Kātyāyana and Patañjali together form its core 
lineage. In practice, most later schools still measure themselves against Pāṇini’s analysis. 
Historical background of the present study 
In Odisha, a string of scholars left their mark on Sanskrit grammar: Vaijala Deva with the 
Vaijala-kārikā, Vasudeva Praharāja’s Vasuprakriyā, Laxmidhara Udgāta’s 
Nāmanirmalādarpaṇa, Caṅgu Dāsa’s Caṅgu-kārikā, Kṛṣṇa Miśra’s Kṛṣṇa-miśra-prakriyā, 
and Kavibhūṣaṇa Govinda Samantarāy’s Balvyutpatti-mañjarī. Their works circulated far 
beyond the region and remain well-known across India. 
Relevance of the study  
Vaijala Deva (Vaijala-kārikā) and Vasudeva Praharāja (Vasuprakriyā) belong to the 
Pāṇinian school. While Pāṇini’s Aṣṭādhyāyī is composed in sūtra form, Vaijala-kārikā 
rewrites the material in kārikā verse—over 400 kārikās across 8 chapters. Vasuprakriyā 
continues that kārikā approach with about 2,800 verses in 12 chapters. By contrast, Caṅgu 
Dāsa (Caṅgu-kārikā), Kṛṣṇa Miśra (Kṛṣṇa-miśra-prakriyā) and Kavibhūṣaṇa Govinda 
Samantarāy (Balavyutpatti-mañjarī) draw on the Kātantra school, while Netrananda 
Sahitya Pañcānana’s Jumaradarpaṇa represents the Jumara school. 
Scope of the Study 
Having sketched the major grammatical schools, the study narrows its focus to Orissan 
contributions and their link to those traditions. It follows a modern scientific 
methodology, combining textual analysis with manuscriptology most sources survive 
only as palm-leaf codices. Representative passages are quoted to illustrate each author’s 
approach. Establishing historicity is tricky: many writers omit personal details, and later 
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historians remain silent. A few name themselves or their 
patrons in maṅgalācaraṇa verses or colophons; for the rest, 
identity must be inferred from indirect, external evidence. 
Subject Matter 
The study aims to identify these grammarians, their origins, 
and their works, introducing young Sanskrit scholars to 
Odisha’s rich grammatical heritage. 
1. Vaijaladeva 
Records from Odisha attest to several Sanskrit grammarians; 
Vaijaladeva is among the best documented. Pt. H. P. Sastri1 
reports that the Vaijala-kārikā was composed by Vaijala 
Siṃha Deva, a view echoed by J. L. Sastri2. The work 
presents Sanskrit grammar in eight chapters and over 400 
kārikās in anuṣṭup metre. It opens with ᮰ी रामशरणम्, ᮰ी 

गणेशाय नमः, ᮰ी अहᭅ᭠ताय नमः, signalling its identity as a 
Rāma-vyākaraṇa3 Vaijaladeva was a devotee of 
Rāmacandra, and examples feature Rāma or Sītā. The text 
recasts Pāṇini’s rules—svādi, tyādi, kāraka, ukta, samāsa, 
taddhita, kṛdanta, sandhi—into kārikā form. 
2. Vasudeva Praharāja 
Under Raja Vīrakeśari Deva I, three poets—Vasu, Visi and 
Cakrapāni—were prominent at court. Vasu (Vasudeva 
Praharāja) was both poet and grammarian. His Vasu-
prakriyā4, also called Samānya-prakriyā5, serves as a 
commentary on the Siddhānta-kaumudī. 
3. Laxmidhara Udgātā 
Odishan Sanskrit authors made immense contributions, 
though some identities are now obscure. Laxmidhara Udgātā 
is one such figure; his _Namanirmalādarpaṇa6 is a 
commentary on the _Prakriyā-kaumudī_. 
4. Caṅgu Dāsa 
Caṅgu Dāsa authored the _Caṅgu-kārikā_ (also called 
_Sambandhopadeśa_), written in kārikā style within the 
Kātantra school. The manuscript contains 64 kārikās (apart 
from the maṅgalācaraṇa) in anuṣṭup metre, arranged in six 
uddeśas: Sāmānyoddeśa, Tyaddyuddeśa, Kṛduddeśa, 
Kārakoddeśa and Taddhitoddeśa. 
5. Mahāmahopādhyāya Kṛṣṇa Miśra 
The title _Mahāmahopādhyāya7_ (and _Kavikovida_) was 
likely bestowed by Gajapati Vīrakeśari Deva of Khurda. He 
wrote the _Kṛṣṇa-miśra-prakriyā8, which recasts Pāṇinian 
rules in an accessible kārikā form without quoting the sūtras 
directly. For instance, for Pāṇini’s अकः सवणᱺ दीघᭅः (6.1.101), 

he formulates: “समानः दीघᭅः पर᳟ लोपम्”—समान सं᭄कोवणᭅः 

सवणᱺ परे दीघᲃ भवित पर᳟ लोपमाप᳒ते।9 
6. Kavibhūṣaṇa Govinda Samantarāya 
King Vīrakeśari Deva10 of Khurda honoured him with the 
title _Kavibhūṣaṇa_. He was a poet, grammarian and smṛti 

author. His works include the drama _सूरीसवᭅ᭭वम् 

समृ᳍माधवनाटकम्_ and the grammar _बाल᳞᭜ुपिᱫमᲳरी11, 

which treats saṃjñā (technical terms), five types of sandhi, 
and the derivation of words and roots. 
7. Netrānanda Sāhitya Pañcānana (Jumara school) 
Kramadiśvara’s _saṃkṣiptasāravyākaraṇa_ was revised by 
Jumaranandi and became known as Jumara-vyākaraṇa, once 

so popular in Odisha that the saying went: “अमर जुमर िनठाइ 

घोष / आउ सवु पाठ चालरे खोष”. To make it easier, scholars 

like Tarka-pañcānana Chandra Śekhara (तकᭅ -पᲱानन च᭠ᮤ 

शेखर), Vaṃśivadana (वंिशवदन), Harirāma Gopāla (हᳯरराम 

गोपाल) and Netrānanda Sāhitya Pañcānana (नेᮢान᭠द सािह᭜य 

पᲱानन) wrote commentaries. Netrānanda’s _Jumara-

darpaṇa12_ (जुमर-दपᭅण) is an Odishan contribution. *Nature 

of the text:* two manuscripts are kept in the State Museum, 
Odisha—MS Gr.1 covers kāraka and samāsa (61 leaves); 
MS Gr.2 covers kṛdanta and taddhita. 
8. Kaviratna Puruṣottama Miśra 
The only grammatical treatise ascribed to him is 
the_Subanta-pradīpikā_, preserved as manuscript No. 
Gr.107 in the State Museum, Odisha. The work is devoted 
entirely to the subanta (nominal) system. It examines how 
nominal stems are formed and declined, giving separate 
treatment to masculine, feminine and neuter genders. The 
exposition starts with stems ending in “-a” — such as 
_Rāma_ — and proceeds to illustrate their case forms and 
derivations in a systematic way. At the colophon of each 

chapter, the subject treated is stated in a puṣpikā (पिु᭬पका). 
9. Haladhara Miśra 
Haladhara Miśra13 was a well-known Odia scholar, poet and 
grammarian. Among his works, the Haladhara-kārikā stands 
out as a notable grammar text, presenting Pāṇinian 
principles in concise verses for easier study. Haladhar Misra 
is identified by the scholars like K N Mohapatra, Harapriya 
Mohapatra14, P K Panda and Nilamani Misra15 

Conclusion  
“Odisha’s grammarians were highly esteemed among 
Sanskrit scholars. To gain a thorough grasp of Sanskrit 
grammar, one can begin with the Aṣṭādhyāyī_ and then 
study other notable grammars, comparing and contrasting 
their kārakas and sūtras. Introducing these texts in colleges 
and universities would help students appreciate the richness 
of Sanskrit grammatical traditions. 
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